
NOW THE DAY IS  OVER
:  : ' --

Havc yoLt  cvcr  l is tencd to how st i l l  the wor ld becomes when you are away f rom the c i ty  sounds,  just  as the sun
gocs dorvn i r t  thc cvcning? And l is ten how beaut i fu l ly  quiet  the words and music  sound of  Now the Day is  Over !

Slb inc Bar ing-Could,  the wr i ter  of  th is  hymn,  wrote over  85 books on re l ig ion,  myths,  h is tory,  fo lk lore,  t ravel ,
f ic t ion,  . rnd b iography.  He had no secretary to  help h im,  but  sa id that  h is  secret  was to "s t ick to  a task when I
bcgin i t . "  What  othcr  very famous hymn do you know that  Bar ing-Gould wrote?

Joscph  Barnby 's  tune  Mer r ia l  i s  used  more  o f ten  w i th  the  tex t  even  though  Bar ing -Gou ld
owrr  tunt  Ludoxla which appears in  Hymns Ancient  and Modern and other  hymnals.  The
o n l ) , ' f i v c  p i t c h c s  i n  t h e  m e l o d y  -  a n d  y e t ,  t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  t h e  t u n e  s e e m s  t o  f i t  t h e  m e a n i n g
t h a r r  b c i n g  n r o n o t o n o L r s .  W h i c h  n o t e  i n  t h e  m e l o d y  i s  a n  " A c c i d e n t a l T "

Wl r . t t  d i f f c rc r rcc  i s  thc rc  be tween  the  f i r s t  two  measures  and  the  las t  two  measures?

h i m s e l f  w r o t e  h i s
Merrial tune used
of  the text  rather

H a v e ' y o L l  c v c r  s u n g  a l t o ?  W h y  n o t  t r y  i t  o n  t h i s  h y m n ?

I  wo th ings wi l l  he lp you in  learn ing an a l to  par t .  F i rs t ,  never  le t  your  vo ice get  harsh and heavy but  keep i t  just
as l ight  and f lowing as when you' re s inging the fnelody.  Second,  learn to l is ten to the soprano as you s ing a l to

and pract ice keeping in  tune and in  balance wi th the soprano par t .

L is ten tonight ,  how very quiet  the wor ld seems to become as the sun goes down!  Read Psalms 4:8 and Proverbs
3:241 Ia lk  about  the ioys and sorrows and problems of  your  day that  is  now ending wi th God -  then,  fa l l
as leep in  thc "ca lm and sweet  repose" that  prepares us to awaken for  a f resh,  new day.
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